
The Budget and Precept for 2017/18 
The Audit Committee met on 2nd February to scrutinise a report by the clerk, setting out 
the options for the budget for 2017/18 taking into account the Council’s indicated future 
areas of work. After due deliberation, the committee recommended under the general 
headings, the following budget:

  £ 
Salaries, wages and office costs 49,660 
Chairman's allowance 700 
Bus shelters 5,000 
Play areas            
  General Maintenance 4,700 
  Skateboard Park (maintenance) 500 
  Street Furniture (hanging baskets, etc.) 10,500 
Christmas Dinners for OAP 3,500 
Soup and Carols 250 
Festive Lighting 9,000 
General Grants 15,000 
LCDP (3rd Year of a 3 year SLA) 20,000 
Allotments 5,000 
Mower 3,850 
Rights of Way 2,500 
War Memorials 1,000 
Brynna Woods 10,000 
Community Infrastructure 21,700 
Total 162,860 
  
With a likelihood of reserves remaining at approximately £46,000 the committee also 
recommended to set the precept at 55.51p, which would raise £160,875.75 as income. 
At the Council meeting on 17th February, the Council accepted the Audit Committee’s 
recommendations for the budget and precept. 
  
The Black Path – Jubilee St. to the railway station   The new bridge is in place and has 

been realigned to give a seamless 
surface suitable for push chairs 
and wheelchairs. My thanks to the 
contractors for a job well done, to 
Mr. Vaughan Price for allowing 
access to work on the bridge via 
his land and Peter Davies (Clerk to 
the Community Council), also 
Jason Bragg (Public Rights of Way 
Officer of RCT CBC) in helping to 
sort out the legal matters regarding 
temporary closures etc. 
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Community and Infrastructure Group (CIG)
The group met on 6th February 2017 and the discussions kicked off with news regarding 
the possibility of providing a multi-use games area (MUGA). Approximate costs have now 
been established and based upon those, it was agreed that it is financially feasible for 2 
MUGAs to be constructed. This was recommended to the February meeting of the 
Community Council and it was accepted in principle. The Community Council charged the 
CIG to form a small group to work in conjunction with County Borough Councillors Roger 
Turner and Geraint Hopkins to identify sources of funding and expedite matters as quickly 
as possible.

Youth Shelters - There was plenty of discussion regarding suitable locations, the physical 
shape and the kind of amenities such as lighting, availability of WiFi. etc. however, no firm 
conclusions were reached and more input from the young people is required to progress 
this matter. Please contact myself, the Clerk or either of the two young people’s 
representatives of the Council if you have any suitable ideas. 
Litter – The first litter pick initiated by Llanharan & Brynna ‘Wimbles’ was held on the 4th 
February. It brought together approximately 100 people from the community (young and 
old), the scouts, the brownies, young people and volunteers from Llanharan Drop-in 

centre, County Borough Councillor Geraint Hopkins, Chris Elmore M.P. and Community 
Councillors Maria Thomas and Jeff Williams and the team from ‘Keep Tidy Wales’ They 
gathered over 100 bags of litter as well as dumped furniture, bikes, pushchairs, carpets 
and other rubbish (see photos).



Teams covered the areas alongside the Black Path, the welfare field, the piece of land 
aside the Ewenni that is between Chapel Road and Hillside Avenue, the memorial garden, 
opposite Grove Terrace and the footpath that runs between Hillside Avenue (the entrance 
is opposite the Memorial Garden) and Chapel Road and the adjoining land.

My dismay is that so much rubbish is just dumped by thoughtless people, my gratitude is 
to all those who took part and showed their care for our community and my thanks to 
residents Richard Hughes and Sarah Liney, who along with Cllr Maria Thomas organised 
this event and to Keep Tidy Wales for their support and dedication to the cause. Also 
thanks to the RCT Street Cleaning Team who promptly transported all the gathered 
rubbish away. 
The next litter pick will be in Brynna on 4th March 2017. If you want to be involved and 
have a fun few hours helping this part of our community to look litter free, then meet at the 
car park at the entrance to the playing fields at 10:00am. 
Open Spaces – As previously mentioned, several open spaces have been identified that 
have the potential to be brought into community use. The CIG will now be drawing up a 
detailed plan of action that will give an order of priority to the areas.  Cllr. Roger Turner 
reported back that RCT will be looking at what remedial work is required on the footpath 
leading from Oakbrook/Meadow Rise to Brynna Road. 
Bus Shelters – Provision has been made in the 2017/18 budget for a new bus shelter to 
be erected at the side of McColl’s shop in Brynna for the benefit of those who are waiting 
for a bus to Bridgend. 
  
Llanharan Medical Facilities
The joint working group is now looking at the model of a super surgery where several GP 
practices come together along with other health services such chiropody, etc. under one 
roof. A model of this type currently exists in Gilfach Goch. But, to create such a model, it 
comes down to numbers of patients, whilst there aren’t sufficient numbers of new patients 
to warrant the creation of a new surgery, the present number of patients is great enough to 
put undue pressure on the existing facilities in the area. As new housing builds occur and 
the overall number of patients increases, the Community Council, in partnership with our 
RCT CBC members Cllrs Turner and Hopkins and our local AM, Huw Irranca-Davies, are 
still actively monitoring the situation to make sure things happen the moment that tipping 
point is reached. If you have any complaints about the service you receive and live in 
Llanharan, Bryncae and Brynna then contact Cwm Taf Community Health Council, Unit 10 
Maritime Offices Woodland Terrace, Pontypridd CF37 1DZ. Tel: 01443 405830 who are the 
official patient representatives for this area and copy Dr. Chris Jones Chair of Cwm Taf 
Health Board -  Unit 3, Navigation Park, Abercynon CF45 4SN Tel: 01443 744800. Cwm 
Taf Health Board is the body responsible for providing primary care facilities in this area. 
  
Llanharan bypass
Fingers still crossed. 
  
Llanharan welfare field – car parking
The trustees have now considered this matter and their observations have been passed 
on to RCT CBC. The Community council will also consider the matter at the March 
meeting. 
  
Dog fouling 
RCT CBC have responded to this problem and are taking steps to combat it. The County 
Borough Council is proposing to enforce people who are exercising their dog to always 
carry a means to pick up and dispose of any mess. Also, to prohibit the exercising of dogs 



on any marked out playing field owned or maintain by the Council, whether on a lead or 
not. Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust has asked for the welfare ground to be included in 
that order. Failure to comply will lead to an on the spot penalty fine. 
  

A guide to the workings of the Community Council and its Councillors 
To help our community understand how the Community Council functions and what is 
required of a Community Councillor, the Council has commissioned a guide written in 
English and Welsh. 
The guide will be delivered to every household in the community before the end of March. 
It is hoped that it will inspire people to seek to become Community Councillors in the 
forthcoming elections or at least give people a better understanding of what your 
Community Council does for your community. 
  
Future meetings 
The next Ordinary Council meeting will be on Thursday 16th March 2017 at Llanharan 
Miner’s Welfare Hall and commence at 7:00pm. 
A reminder that the Minutes of the Community Council’s and its committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop In Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s web site www.llanharancc.co.uk 
Any compliments or complaints please contact me (07737 682633) or Peter Davies, Clerk 
to Llanharan Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk 

Elections – 4th May 2017 
The period of office for the current Community councillors comes to end on 4th May 2017 
when the elections for Community Councillors and County Borough Councillors takes 
place. 
Therefore, following the rules of Purdah, this will be my last article for the time being.  After 
the elections, the privilege will then fall upon the new chair of the Community Council. 
So, may I thank all those who have taken the time to read my articles, to those who have 
supported me in my role as chair and on behalf of all my fellow Councillors a big thank you 
for your support, encouragement, criticism (especially the constructive ones) that have 
enabled and inspired the Community Council to do its work to make our community a 
better and safer place to live.  
Hopefully I will be writing to you all in the June edition. 
  
Cllr Chris Parker 
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council 
Tel: 01443 237243 
Mobile: 07737 682633 
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk
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